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Minister's ^speech, which seemed unnecessarily to wound Muslim
susceptibility, and to forecast a settlement of the Khilafat question in
contradiction of his own solemn word given with due deliberation
and ^ at a time when that word steadied the Muslim loyalty and
possibly stimulated recruiting among the warlike Muslims. I shall
still hope that wiser counsels will prevail and justice done to the
Muslim claim. Should, however, the worst happen, the Khilafat
Committee last night decided to advise the Muslims to withdraw
co-operation from the Government. I was privileged to be present at
both the subjects committee and the general meetings. I take the
liberty of warning the Government of the solemnity of the occasion
and the seriousness of the decision. I know that withdrawal of
co-operation is a grave thing. It requires ability to suffer. I know that
it is the right of the citizen to withdraw his cooperation from the
state when that co-operation means his degradation. It is a tangible
form of showing one's displeasure at the acts of one's Government.
"One may, therefore, hope that the Imperial Government will
recognize the gravity of the situation. But from non-co-operation to
boycott is a descent from the sublime to the ridiculous.
"The committee took last night a decision by a majority of votes in
favour of boycott of British goods if the Khilafat question was not
satisfactorily settled. Boycott is a form of revenge and talking of its
being able to help us to secure a just solution we have to create a
world opinion. I venture to suggest to my Muslim friends that they
will not create a world opinion in their favour by proclaiming
boycott of British goods, and in practice it is bound to break down.
The suggested boycott is a confession of weakness. You want strength,
not weakness, to be able successfully to deal with all the questions. I
hope that the Khilafat Committee will retrace its steps, and after
mature consideration cancel the boycott resolution. In tackling
this big question calmness, patience and the strictest adherence to
facts are needed. It is not enough that there is no violence. A
violent speech is often as injurious as a violent deed. And I am
sure that you will not spoil a cause that is just and sacred by any
hasty word or action.
"It remains for me to examine a position suggested by some
friends. It has been contended that the Punjab grievance is a good
reason too for refraining from the peace celebrations. I differ from
that view. However grievous the wrong done in the Punjab, it is after